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Robert H. Ivy, M.D.

1881-1974

Early Years

Born in Southport England May 21,1881

Schooled in England.

Emigrated to U.S. at age 17.

Enrolled in the School of Dentistry and graduated in 1902.

Too young to graduate with his class in 1901.

Attended University of PA Medical School 1903-1907. 

Resident Physician from 1907-1910 at the Episcopal Hospital of 

Philadelphia.

1910, He opened Oral and Plastic Surgery Practice in 

Philadelphia.

Specialty did not exist at the time.

Assistant to his uncle Matthew H. Cryer who was a Professor of 

Oral Surgery at the School of Dentistry at University of 

Pennsylvania.

Interest in Urology, worked with Dr. Benjamin A. Thomas.

Philadelphia Polyclinic (graduate hospital)

Co-authored a text in Urology.

He was a Pathologist and Bacteriologist at West Philadelphia 

Hospital for Women.

Helped developed Wasserman Test for Syphilis.



Military
Commissioned in 1917 as a Captain of the Army Medical Corps.

Assistant to Vilray P. Blair- Office of Surgeon General.

He was promoted to Major in France.

Consultant in Maxillofacial Surgery Hospital Centers of Vichy

and Clermont where he treated facial and jaw injuries.

March of 1919 Returned to the U.S.

In charge of Maxillofacial Surgery at Walter Reed Hospital.

November 1919, he was discharged as Lieutenant Colonel.

In 1920 he was called to active duty.

He was a representative for the U.S. Army at the Inter Allied

Surgical Conference where he discussed bone grafts.

In 1924 he was elevated to Colonel in the Army Medical Corps

Reserve up until WWII making frequent trips to the Walter Reed

Hospital.

Served 2 terms of active duty at Army Medical Centers in

Washington DC.

Instructor to Army Surgeons treating facial injuries under Division

of Plastic and Maxillofacial Surgery.

1940-1945 Frequent meetings in DC for above.

1945 Civilian Consultant to Surgeon General with Jerome

Webster of New York. Together they inspected all the Plastic

Surgery Centers in the United States.

Taught course for Army officers at Army Medial Center and

University of Pennsylvania.

Co-Authored The Manual of Plastic and Maxillofacial Surgery for

Military Surgeons.
Practiced Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery in Philadelphia between

wars.

Consultant to mining companies in Scranton, PA.

Repaired facial and jaw injuries of miners.

Given Certificate of Appreciation

from the War Department.

Buried with full Military Honors

Dr. Ivy and Dr. Webster inspecting Military Hospitals 

Post World War II

Dr. Ivy (left) Dr. Webster (right)



Teacher and Practitioner 

1919   Opened a practice in Philadelphia.

*1919 Appointed Professor of Clinical Maxillofacial 

Surgery at the School of Dentistry at the University 

of Pennsylvania.

1920 Professor of Maxillofacial Surgery at the 

Graduate School of Medicine.  

Became Chief of Maxillofacial Surgry.    

1937 Professor of Maxillofacial Surgery, University of 

Pennsylvania.

*1943 Became a Professor of Plastic Surgery at the 

Graduate Hospital and at the University of 

Pennsylvania.

1948 Professor of Maxillofacial Surgery at University 

of Pennsylvania School of Dentistry.

1950-1951 Retired from being a Professor of Plastic 

Surgery at the Graduate School of Medicine and 

became a Professor Emeritus.

1950-1951 Retired from being a Professor of 

Maxillofacial Surgery from the School of Dentistry.  

*Dr. Ivy was the first ever Professor of Plastic 

Surgery at any University.

He became a Professor Emeritus.

Professor Emeritus at three schools.

Trained 34 Plastic Surgeons.

Dr. Ivy as Founder Member of the American 

Board of Plastic Surgery.  Dr Ivy is fourth from 

the right in the top row.



Accomplishments
Eminent Surgeon.

*Founder of the American Board of Plastic Surgery

1939 He was Secretary and Treasurer.

*Founder of the ASPRS (ASPS)

*Founder  and President of the American Association of Plastic Surgery.

*Founder of the Journal of the American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

Member of over 40 Committees and Organizations.

Publications
Wrote numerous books, texts, manuals, and journal articles.

Wrote the manual of Plastic and Maxillofacial Surgery for the Army.

Published 140 Journal Articles on Plastic and Maxillofacial Surgery.

Honors
Received War Dept. Certificate of Merit.

Received Silver Scroll in 1956 from the ASPRS for the development of plastic surgery as a specialty.

Earned an Honorary Degree of Doctors of Science from the University of Pennsylvania.

Alumni member and Board of Trustees member for University of Pennsylvania.

Ivy Society named after him.      

Dr. Ivy as Founding Member of ASPRS (ASPS) Dr. Ivy is 4th from the left in the bottom row 



Athlete

Played four years of lacrosse at the University of Pennsylvania.

Member of the Track team.

Member of the PA Cross Country team in 1906.

1904 He ice skated from Philadelphia to Trenton.

1905 Rode 112 miles on his bike on wall around Peking China.

Member of the PA Varsity Club

Member of the Philadelphia Doctors Golf Association.

Champion of Lawn Bowling at Skytop Lodge.

Personal

1912 Married Norma Crossland at Barrie, Ontario. Together they had 4

children and 14 grandchildren.

2-11-1974 Last lecture was given at the College of Physicians in

Philadelphia. The subject was John Rhea Barton.

6-11-1974 Attended his last Ivy Meeting at the Philadelphia Country

Club. Ten days before his death.

6-21-1974 Entertained Friends, Caught Trout, and dined on that trout.

Went to bed and died in his sleep at Skytop Lodge Resort.

An excellent scholar and innovator.

A compassionate, kind, hard-working, thorough physician.

An excellent educator.

A good family man.

A gentleman and a good human being.



Skytop Lodge

One of Dr. Ivy’s favorite places



Dr. Ivy Reunion Meeting of the Founding Members of the 

American Board of Plastic Surgery. Dr Ivy is the second 

from the left on the bottom row.



Dr. Ivy at the Lancaster Cleft Palate Clinic



Dr. Stephen Herceg & Dr. Ivy 

Dr. Herceg was the fifth Historian of the Ivy 

Society.



Dr. Metzger & Dr. Ivy (James Metzger, MD-

Founding Member of the Ivy Society



Dr. Ivy & Dr. Lamp  (Dr. Curtis Lamp-Founding 

Member of the Ivy Society)



Dr. Ivy 



Dr. Ivy and Residents 



Dr. Ivy and Dr. Harding

(Robert Harding, MD –Founding Member of the Ivy 

Society, Practicing Plastic Surgeon in Harrisburg, Pa.  

First Historian of the Ivy Society. Sixth President of 

the Ivy Society.



Dr. Ivy and Dr. Royster – Dinner

Ivy Society Meeting 1973

(Henry Royster, MD – Founding Member and First President of the Ivy Society. 

Chairman of Dept. of Plastic Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania.  

Dr Royster is considered to be the “father” of the Ivy Society)



Dr. Ivy and Dr. Kazanjian 



Foundation of the 

Ivy Society



Henry P. Royster

Founding Member and First 

President of the Ivy Society.  

Strong Relationship with Dr. Ivy.

Leader of the Steering Committee.

Encouraged Committee to create 

Ivy Society.

Chief of Plastic Surgery University 

of Pennsylvania.

Host for Organizational Meeting.

First President of the Ivy Society

President: Association of Plastic 

Surgeons.

“Father of the Ivy Society”

Without his efforts, leadership and 

resources, the Ivy Society would not 

be formed.



Alma Dea Morani, M.D.

Founding Member, third President, and second 

Historian of the Ivy Society

Graduate of Women’s Medical College (Medical College 

of PA)

BS NYU

MD Women’s Medical College

Interned at St. James Hospital in Newark.

General Surgery at Women's Medical Hospital in  

Philadelphia.

Diplomate of the American Board of Surgery.

Practiced General Surgery until 1946.

Visited Col. James Barrett Brown –St. Louis University

Acted as resident-Not allowed to operate.

Returned to Philadelphia to Practice Plastic Surgery.

Founded the first Hand Clinic at Women's Medical 

College.

Invited by Warren Davis to join ASPRS (ASPS)

President Women's International Medical Association.

Sculptor

Felt surgery training should include art training.

Taught Art Class.

First written letter on creation of a regional society.

Considered by many to be the Original Founder of the 

Society.

Dr. Ivy referred to her as the “Mother” of the Society.



Peter Randall, M.D.

Founding Member and thirteenth President of the Ivy 

Society.

Worked with Dr. Morani on the logistics of the first 

meeting and establishing a list of members.

Trained in St. Louis.

Staff at University of PA Hospital and Children's 

Hospital.

Member or Original Steering Committee.

Treasurer and President of the Ivy Society.

President of the American Society of Plastic and 

Reconstructive Surgery.

Presided over a successful conclusion of the Federal 

Trade Commissions Problems.

Third Chief of Plastic Surgery at Penn.

Full Professor of Plastic Surgery.

Extensive Publications on Cleft Lip and Palate 

Surgery.

President of the American Cleft Palate Association.

President Educational Foundation ASPRS(ASPS)

President Education Foundation American Cleft 

Palate Association(ACPA)

President Plastic Surgery Research Council.

Chairman Board of Governors of the American 

College of Surgery.

First Vice President of the American College of 

Surgery.

Excellent Educator and Fine Gentleman.



Letter of Response from 

Dr. Ivy to Dr. Alma Dea Morani.

First Correspondence About Creation of a 

Plastic Surgery Society.

There has always been a controversy as to 

whether Dr. Royster or Dr. Morani was the 

original person to mention the idea of a plastic 

surgery society.  The May 8th, 1954, letter from 

Dr. Ivy to Dr. Morani is the first known written 

correspondence about the possibility of a society 

where Dr. Ivy responds to a communication 

from Dr. Morani.  This fact caused Dr. Ivy to 

refer to Dr. Morani as the “mother of the 

society”



Back of Dr. Ivy’s First Letter

Proposed Count of Founding 

Members



First Letter from Dr. Royster 

to Dr. Ivy about creation of a 

Plastic Surgery Society. Dr Ivy 

referred to Dr. Royster as the 

“Father of the Ivy Society” Dr 

Royster’s 1st letter is 6 days 

after Dr. Ivy’s letter to Dr 

Morani about the society.



Response From Dr. Ivy to Dr. Royster About Creation of a 

Society.  Dr Ivy advised Dr. Royster to contact Dr. Morani to 

begin the process.



Dr. Royster Agreeing to Contact Dr. Morani



Letter: Dr. Royster to Dr. Morani suggesting they get together to 

create a local society and to form the initial meeting committee.



Letter: Dr. Morani to Dr. Royster

Setting up First Meeting in her office.



Letter: Dr. Ivy to Dr. Royster Making Reference 

to the California Society

The Ivy Society is the third 

regional society behind the 

Montreal Society and the 

California Society.  The Texas 

Society is the fourth regional 

society.  The debate as to 

whether the Ivy Society or the 

Texas Society was the third has 

been resolved in favor of the 

Ivy Society by reviewing the 

dates of incorporation of the 

two societies.  Ivy Society 

incorporated before the Texas 

Society.



Articles of Incorporation of the California Society



Original Constitution of the Ivy Society



Letter: Dr. Morani to Dr. Randall About a List of Potential 

Founding Members Submitted to Dr. Ivy



Letter: Dr. Ivy to Dr. Morani About Eligibility in Society



List of Potential Members Submitted by Dr. Ivy



Letter:  Dr.  Morani  to  Dr.  Randall  Concerning  List  of  Members  &  Future 

Meeting Notes



Letter: Dr. Morani to Dr. Randall About First Organizational Meeting



Letter: Dr. Royster to Dr. Angelo About Creation of 

Associate Membership



Letter Continued: Dr. Royster to Dr. Angelo About 

Creation of Associate Membership



Proposed Names for New Society



Purposes of the  Society



Letter: Dr. Morani to Dr. Randall – Inviting Him to 

the First Ivy Society Meeting



Announcement of Creation of the Ivy Society





Ivy 

Constitution



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Ivy Constitution 



Award given for best paper at ASPRS (ASPS) for the 

previous year as voted by Ivy Society Members. 



Ivy Resident Award 
Awards given for best overall paper (Manstein Award), and for 1st and 

2nd place clinical and science papers.







2014 Jignesh Unadkat, MD University of Pittsburgh Manstein Award

James Fisher, MD
John P. Fischer, MD
Liza Wu, MD

2015 David Hindin, MD University of Pennsylvania Manstein Award

Debra Bourne, Md University of Pittsburgh 1st Basic Science
Isaac James, MD University of Pittsburgh 2nd Basic Science
Christopher Haley, MD Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine 1st Clinical Science

Brad Marrow, MD Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine 2nd Clinical Science

2016 Vasil Erbas, MD University of Pittsburgh Manstein Award

Sheri Wang, BS University of Pittsburgh 1st Basic Science
Alexis Rothermel, MD Penn State Hershey 2nd Basic Science

Francesco Ergo, MD, MSc, MRCS University of Pittsburgh 1st Clinical Science

Michael Bykowski, MD, MS University of Pittsburgh 2ndClinical Science

2017 Mark Schusterman, MD University of Pittsburgh Manstein Award

Ashley Leberfinger, MD Penn State Hershey 1st Basic Science

Christine Jones, MD Penn State Hershey 2nd Basic Science

Stephanie Dreifuss, MD University of Pittsburgh 1st Clinical Science

Shoshana Ambani, MD University of Pittsburgh 2nd Clinical Science

2018 Chiaki Komastsu, MD University of Pittsburgh Manstein Award

Joshua Barnett, BS University of Pittsburgh 1st Basic Science
Mark Schusterman, MD University of Pittsburgh 2nd Basic Science

Ashley Leberfinger, MD Penn State Hershey 1st Clinical Science

Irfan Rhemtulla, MD, MS University of Pennsylvania 2nd Clinical Science

2019 David Turner, Md, MS University of Pittsburgh Manstein Award

Mark Asher Schusterman, MD University of Pittsburgh 1st Basic Science

Mark Schusterman, MD University of Pittsburgh 2nd Basic Science

Christopher Parham, MD Penn State Hershey 1st Clinical Science

Lucas Dvoracek, MD University of Pittsburgh 2nd Clinical Science
2020 David Turner, MD, MS University of Pittsburgh Manstein Award

Patrick Charles Hancock Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine 1st Basic Science

Joanna H. Ng-Glazier University of Pittsburgh 2nd Basic Science
Isaac James University of Pittsburgh Clinical Science



Ivy Gavel



Blueprints for the Ivy Gavel 





Gavel of the Robert H. Ivy Society
Gavel was made of walnut wood obtained from a tree on Bill Graham III, MD’s 

estate.  The gavel was designed and carved by David P. Leber, MD.

Both men were Past Presidents of the Ivy Society.  Dr. Leber was the fourth 

Historian of the Ivy Society.  Dr Graham was the first Chief of Plastic Surgery at 

Hershey Medical Center.



Manstein

Award



George Manstein, M.D., Mrs. Manstein and Peter Randall, M.D. 

Dr. Manstein was the 19th President of the Ivy Society.  He has two sons who are 

members of the Society, Carl and Mark.

The Manstein Award is given for the best overall resident paper at the Annual 

Meeting.  The Manstein Award was approved in 2008 and first presented in 2009.





Date    President   Meeting Location 
 

March 1995   Joseph F. Kusiak        Hershey   
 March 1996   David C. Leber         Pittsburgh   
 March 1997   William M. Swartz        Valley Forge 
 March 1998   Ernest K. Manders        Hershey 
 March 1999   Bruce E. Genter        Pittsburgh  
 March 2000   John H. Moore, Jr        Philadelphia  
 March 2001   Michael J. White        Baltimore   
 June 2002   Mark S. Granick        Pittsburgh   
 June 2003   Dennis R. Banducci        Harrisburg   
 June 2004   James A. Yates         Philadelphia  
 March 2005   Guy. M. Stofman        King of Prussia  
 June 2006   Donald R. Mackay        Pittsburgh   
 March 2007   David A. Femovich        Hershey 
 April  2008   Carl H. Manstein        King of Prussia  
 April 2009   Randy M. Hauck        Pittsburgh   
 March 2010   Robert X. Murphy        Hershey   
 June 2011   W.P. Andrew Lee        White Sulpher Springs,WV
 March 2012   Joseph Losee         Philadelphia  
 March 2013   Joseph M. Serletti        Bethlehem   
 May 2014   Eric A, Marchant        Bedford Springs 
 April     2015   Aron Wahrman        Hershey 
 April  2016   John Potochney        Pittsburgh 
 April  2017   Vu. T. Ngyuen         Philadelphia 
 April  2018   Aron Wahrman        Hershey 
 April  2019   Stephen J. Kovach        Pittsburgh 
 November 2020  Timothy Shane Johnson       Virtual 
 September 2021  Emily Peterson, MD        Virtual 



Thank You


